24           NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

Scarcely a day passes on which there is not some letter or
order from Mm dealing with the supply of boots, the con-
struction of bakeries, and the means of forwarding bread
to the armies. 3sTo detail was below his notice. "Every
detachment/' he writes, "coming from Paris or Boulogne
should start, each man with a pair of shoes, besides two pairs
in hi? knapsack. At Mayence they will receive another pair
to replace that worn on the march. At Magdeburg they will
receive a ne^pair to replace that worn on the march from
Mayence to Magdeburg, so that every man may reach his
corps with a pair of shoes on his feet and a pair in his knap-
sack." * Notwithstanding all this care for their food, their
clothing and their boots, the French troops were often in dire
distress for all three.j

* Corr. 11,413 During the campaign there were supplied to the army,
from first to last, 587,008 pairs of shoes, 16,948 of boots, and 37,386 of gaiters,
all made up in Germany, besides 397,000 pairs of shoes sent from France
(summary of Daru's report, Dumas, xix. 490).*

t Napoleon, writing to Soult, for instance, on the 27th February, 1807, remarks
that the Russians appear to be '< like us," and not to have eaten for several days.

The difficulty, even under much more favourable circumstances, of keeping men
properly shod and clothed is illustrated by Von der Goltz : " In December, 1870,
some German soldiers might have been seen plodding along the miry roads, in
the depth of winter, barefoot, whilst many had only wooden shoes and linen
trousers.'* There were some weak German companies with so many as forty
shoeless men. Every sort of garment was utilised, with the exception of the
ominous French red breeches, the possible consequences of wearing which were
obvious (Nation in Arms, pp. 375-376). De Fezensac (132) says that, in the
winter of 1806-7, the French soldiers were living mainly on what they could
find in the country, as the arrival of supplies was delayed by the horrible
weather and the state of the roads.

The following quaint little note, written by Lasalle on the back of a
despatch from Milhaud to Murat as it passed through his quarters, speaks
volumes. It is in the daily correspondence, 25th December, 1806, in the Archives '
Bistoriques, " A force de ens et de menaces, j'ai obtenu tin pain et une dame-
jeanne de vin que je suis trop heureux d'offrir & v6tre Altesse, Notre noble h6te
est Tin ladre qui nous laissera mourir de faim." Figure the shortness of? supplies
when a general commanding a cavalry division has no hesitation in offering, as
an acceptable gift to the Emperor's brother-in-law, a loaf of bread and a bottle
of wine 1 What, too, must have been the feelings of the unfortunate despatch-
bearer, unexpectedly burdened with this precious and fragile load I Envy of
the good things he was carrying, and anxiety lest breakage of the bottle should
draw upon.him the wrath of Murat, perhaps divided his sentiments equally.